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To provide caregivers with health education through educational technologies enhances safe care; stimulates the decision process and communication among professionals, caregivers and patients; decreases the burden and furthers patients and caregivers’ quality of life. This research aimed to identify what educational technologies have been used for health education to caregivers. Therefore, an integrative literature review was developed. The inclusion criteria were: full papers, published between 2001 and 2011, in English, Portuguese and Spanish. The databases Web of Science, Bireme (Medline and Lilacs) and Scopus were consulted. We used the descriptors: educational technology, health education and caregivers. Thirty-four papers were found, 27 of which were excluded because they did not comply with the inclusion criteria and/or were not adequate for the research question, resulting in a final sample of seven papers. Three (42.85%) of these were published in 2005; five (71.43%) in English, and all provided evidence level IV. The impact factor of five (71.43%) journals ranged between 0.42 and 2.24, but this factor was not located for two (28.57%). The results evidenced the use of light and hard technologies in health education for caregivers, aimed at the therapeutic discussion of care as well as telehealth service delivery. In conclusion, a limited number of studies on the theme have been done in nursing. Research is needed which uses and assesses the use of hard educational technologies in health education for caregivers.
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