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Introduction: Evidence indicates the frequency, severity, and number of natural disasters is increasing, and many countries struggle with effective disaster management. Disaster Management Cycles (DMCs) are frameworks that help countries (and organisations) minimize impact, maintain control of prevailing circumstances, and attempt to prevent future casualties and damage by learning from past experiences. They provide a structured way to plan for, respond to, and recover from all disasters (not just natural disasters). Also increasing is the use of Information and Communications Technology (ICT) to facilitate disaster management (e.g. to enhance efficiency of response, interagency communication, and sharing of data). Yet use of e-Health - the specific application of ICT to address health and healthcare needs - has not been systematically examined within the DMC. Rationale: Understanding where and how e-Health might have application is hampered by the many DMC models available. Although a well defined and clear DMC model is highly beneficial, complexity can constrain utility. A revised DMC was needed that could be used to facilitate the process of examining where and how e-Health can best be incorporated. Methods: A focussed literature review was performed to identify current and common DMCs. These were critiqued and insight was used to develop and justify a revised DMC model. Results: Some DMCs are designed as comprehensive tools, while others are more of a conceptual tool; some DMCs are cyclical while others are layered or linear; terminology is inconsistent; and the number of ‘components’ / ‘elements’ / ‘steps’ / ‘stages’ within each DMC, their title, and their definition / description also vary. A simplified DMC model and defined terminology was developed for application in exploring where and how e-Health can best be incorporated. Next Steps: Utility of this new DMC model will be assessed in the context of two Latin American and Caribbean countries in which this research team is active – Chile (Concepcion) and Haiti. This paper will introduce ‘disasters’ and DMCs, present the new DMC model and terminology, and describe it’s perceived advantages.
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