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The Russian telemedical system has expanded to the point when it becomes possible to provide all the citizens with timely and efficient medical assistance. Unfortunately, the near future looks rather bleak. First, the prices of medical tools increase proportionally to their miniaturization. Second, the medical personnel that will use the newest diagnostic tools should undergo an extensive training, however most of large city hospitals, let alone rural healthcare centers suffer from shortage of personnel. The authors of this work attempt to create a sustainable system that will allow to render medical assistance regardless of the patient’s place of residence or his remoteness from a medical center that is qualified to examine a patient at a distance, diagnose a problem and agree upon further treatment with a medical facility located near the patient’s place of residence (outpatient clinic, hospital, etc.). This work focuses on the economic issues that are most relevant for healthcare development in remote and sparsely populated areas of Russia, namely regional costs for attracting experienced doctors and paramedics (nurses and nurse practitioners), retention of personnel given small amount of work what is always detrimental for one’s skills. Another issue is lack of financial resources to procure advanced diagnostic tools what becomes even a bigger problem considering rare opportunities to use each tool. The authors believe that this dead-locked situation could be resolved through further development of telemedical technologies as well as selecting fundamentally different sets of diagnostic tools for remote regions. These sets should be part of a telemedical network as this will enable to take measurements with inexpensive sensitive devices and analyze the readings with most advanced equipment at large diagnostic centers. Thus, telemedical equipment coupled with properly organized telemedical consultation instills optimisms in experts and gives hope to residents of the remotest areas. 
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