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Todays hospitals face many challenges: how to empower and improve the communication with patients, how to provide transparent quality metrics of disease specific outcomes, how to foster cooperation with other hospitals and caregivers and how to facilitate continuous improvement based on research? Readily available information at the point of care is essential to meet these challenges. Monolithic systems tend to be slow in responding to these challenges and require massive investments. Therefore, an open, standards based IT-environment whilst preserving current investments is a prerequisite. The open architecture fosters innovation and enables fast and cost effective implementation. The AEXIST Open Source Electronic Health Record (EHR) initiative is fully based on standards. The foundation are the disease specific care standards like the diabetes care standard as defined by the Dutch Diabetes Federation. Based on the care standard the information is captured using SNOMED-CT and Detailed Clinical Models. The data is stored in HL7V3 format in a native XML-database. Once captured the data are made available through webservices. Given the web enabled set-up the disease specific modules can be implemented on top of existing hospital information systems.

