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India has acquired rich experience in implementing large number of telemedicine projects over a decade. There has been a revolution in fast adoption in mobile communication technology in recent years. However, most telemedicine activities are in the project mode mainly supported by federal funding from Indian Space Research Organization, Department of Information Technology, Ministry of External Affairs, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare and some state governments. None of the programmes is yet adopted into the health system. A few corporate hospitals have developed their own telemedicine networks. Ministry of Health & Family Welfare has implemented few projects nationwide such as Integrated Disease Surveillance Project (IDSP), National Cancer Network (ONCONET), National Rural Telemedicine Network, National Medical College Network and the Digital Medical Library Network. Telemedicine standardization and practice guidelines are being developed by the Department of Information Technology in the Government of India. A National Telemedicine Task Force was set up by the Health Ministry in the year 2005. The External Affairs Ministry has taken up the Pan-African Telemedicine e-Network Project and the SAARC Telemedicine Network Projects. National Knowledge Network, a federal government initiative, is in place which has enabled all educational institutions to get access to large bandwidth for collaboration and knowledge sharing. A National Resource Centre has been established at Luck now enhancing the capacity of the existing School of Telemedicine & Biomedical Informatics with the financial support from provincial and federal government. India is acquiring a sizeable market segment in health care BPO (business-process outsourcing) and KPO (knowledge-process outsourcing) industries. It is now preferred as a healthcare destination for neighbouring and far-off countries. Telemedicine holds the key in promoting medical tourism and health security for global citizen. With the! rapid expansion of mobile wireless broadband deployment, India will rip the benefit of mHealth in providing access to health for its rural population.
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